
 THE MANCHESTER CHURCH OF CHRIST, MANCHESTER NH !
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A church is great in the
sight of God when: 

It is a great in spirit.  The warmth 
of fellowship is apparent to all 
who worship in a great church.

n
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A Mother’s prayer

Make me a wise mother, O Lord.  Keep me calm and give me 
patience to bear the small, irritating things in life’s daily routine.

Give me tolerance and understanding to bridge the gulf which exists 
between my generation and that of my children.

Help me to bear, silently, the physical and mental pain of those whom 
I love by reminding me that only through suffering may they 
understand the distress of others.

Let me be not too ready to guide my children’s stumbling feet, but 
allow me to be ever near to bind up their bruises.

Give me a sense of humor that I may laugh with them but never at 
them.

Let me refrain from preaching with words.  Keep me from forcing 
their confidences, but give me a sympathetic ear when they seek me 
out.

Help me to teach them that life must not be filled with compromises, 
but it should be replete with victories.

Keep my children close to me, O Lord, though miles may separate us.  
And let thy light so shine upon me that they, too, will see thy glory.

Anonymous
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Pantry:

Those willing to participate on 
Wed. evenings between 6:30 & 
7:00pm or Sunday between 8:30 
& 9:30am, please drop a text or 
email to Dave Skerry.  Several 
have joined Dave & Linda is this 
effort.

SPECIAL NEED

Help either 
financially or 

with hotel 
points!

The Davis family, 
a family from MS 
who are friends of 
the Paul’s. is bringing Anni back 
to Boston Children’s in about 2 
weeks. She will have a 
minimum of 3 days of tests in 
the hospital, longer if they do 
spinal surgery.
The places they normally stay 
are booked.
Please see Doug or Linda if you 
can help

THANK YOU

•To those who served the 
Mother’s Dinner and to all who 
attended
•To our teachers and helpers

PRAYER

New Prayer Concerns: for the 
selection of 
additional elders,  
Lynn & Gerry 
Millette, Linda 
Linscomb, 
Jean Anocibar, 
and Gage Dumas. 
Additional Prayer Requests and 
details are on the WORSHIP 
INSERT.

Family News

W H A T ’ S  G O I N G  O N ?

• MAY 28 - TEEN SENIOR APPRECIATION 
LUNCH - grilling For lunch

• JUNE 4 - Brown bag lunch then 
fishing at Massabesic

• JUNE 5 - MNFM

• JUNE 16-17 - NE States Men’s 
Retreat

O T H E R  N E W S

•VBS IS COMING - June 26 - 28  - 
This year’s Theme is “Standing on 
the Promises”. We will be looking 

for lots of 
volunteers and 
church help to 
make this 
possible! VBS is 
June 26, 27, and 
28. Invite your 
friends and your 
neighbors! 
Please make an 

effort to be at VBS during the VBS 
days. We can use as many people 
as possible! .
•GANDER  BROOK REGISTRATION 
There are paper registration forms, 
in the foyer.  Online registration 
forms will be available soon.  

•GANDER BROOK WORK & WORSHIP 
WEEK -June 25.  

•GANDER BROOK CAMP SESSIONS 
begin July 1.

H E L P  N E E D E D !

Grounds: 

SPRING WORK DAY, MAY 20.  

There will be things for all ages to 
help with, so it 
can be a great 
family time.  
Will is preparing 
a list of specific 
things to be 

done.  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the foyer for weekly grounds 
upkeep.

Wednesday Night Supper:  

This is a grand opportunity for you 
to “step up to the plate” and serve. 
If you are willing to help please sign 
up at tin the back.  This is an 
opportunity for fellowship and 
learning more about one another. 

May 10, No one is currently signed 
up to make supper.

Lord’s Supper To Shut Ins: 

Volunteers needed, now. Please talk 
with Doug Paul about this.

If you’re a visitor to our church, 
welcome!  If you have questions, 
we welcome them; please don’t 
hesitate to ask Park Linscomb, 
our minister (the really tall guy), or 
any other church member.

“So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, and especially to those who are of the household of 
the faith.” Galatians 6:10, NAS95.

VBS IS COMING 
 JUNE 26 - 28

9:00AM - 12:00PM



“For this reason we must pay much 
closer attention to what we have heard, 
so that we do not drift away from it.” 
Hebrews 2:1, NAS95.

A Word of Encouragement
N O  G A M E S  W I T H  G O D

Human beings play games with each other.  I do not have 
reference to games like baseball or golf.  I am thinking 
instead of those generally called ‘mind games.’

! You have either played them, have had them 
played on you, or (most likely) a little of both.  We leave an 
impression designed to work to our advantage.  Perhaps 
used an outright lie.  Promises are made, with no intention 
of keeping them.  These are games by which we 
sometimes try to get through difficult situations without 
facing them forthrightly.  Games like this, when they are 
the modus operandi of interpersonal relationships, will 
ultimately cause the dissolution of those relationships.  
Arenas within which these games are played include 
romance, politics, friendship, the workplace, and sports.

! As important as it is to avoid such games, it is 
vastly more important that we never attempt to finesse 
God in this fashion.  One might say, ‘No one could be so 
foolish as to try that!’  This excerpt from Ecclesiastes 5 
says differently: ‘Do not be rash with your mouth, and let 
not your heart utter anything hastily before God.  For God 
is in heaven and you on earth; therefore, let your words be 
few...When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, 
for He has no pleasure in fools.  Pay what you have 
vowed - better not to vow that to vow and not pay’ (Ecc. 
5:2-4).  The idea here is that if you say to God that you will 
do something (the sense in which ‘vow’ is used_-you 
better do it (the sense in which ‘pay’) is used.

! How does this apply to the New Testament 
Christian?  Let’s start with a simple thing.  Attending 
services is a duty for every child of God.  We all know that 
there are times when we have to work, deal with illness, or 
attend to very pressing matters, and these things preclude 
our worship and class attendance.  The biblical warrant for 
attendance is easy to establish. The Lord’s church met on 
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2) and so 
must we - to do so is to be in accord with the pattern 
revealed in Scripture.  We ought not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together (Heb. 10:25).  Periods of 
Bible study have been established under the leadership of 

the elders ordained to oversee our spiritual development 
(Heb. 13:17), and we ought to attend and take part in 
these study opportunities.  We know these things.  At 
some point in our spiritual development we decided to 
come to all the services we could.  We said we would.  If 
we don’t, are we playing games with God?

! What about a person’s Bible study and prayer?  
We know we should be faithful in these things and have 
told God that we would be so.  Now, if we don’t do what 
we’ve said we would do, are we playing games with go?  
What about faithfulness in other matters, such as the way 
we speak, or the way we conduct our daily lives?  We 
make promises to God and we must do our bet to keep 
them.

! An understandable objection is that we mean the 
promises when we make them, but things happen and we 
dan’t always hold up our end.  The response is 
understandable: God knows our frailties and will provide 
help in dealing with temptation (I Cor. 10:13) and 
forgiveness of sins when we repent.  This He does 
continually for the faithful child of God (I Jn. 1:5-10).  I 
cannot reach sinless perfection, but I can reach 
faithfulness.  As an example of this principle, read 
Philippians 3:12-16 in which those who are mature (the 
meaning of ‘perfect’) are encourages to be like Paul and 
press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.  It is an example of playing games 
with God to set out on a course of faithfulness and then 
sin with a mind either to enjoy the sin for a while and 
repent later or to plead that ‘I am just weak’ when we 
knew all along exactly what we were doing.

! God is too good to us to be the object of mind 
games.  We should make our promise of faithfulness to 
Him and do our best to keep it.  What we are really talking 
about is honesty in a relationship of the most private kind, 
that between the Christian and God.  When we falter, don’t 
try to make excuses - this is playing games.  Just repent 
and go forward to faithfulness.

Bill Irby



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Calendars through 
May are in the foyer. 
Grab one today!

Mother’s Dinner: Thank you to 
the families who came out and 
supported the mothers dinner last 
night! 
Chill: May 22nd is our chill night 
from 7-8 at Mark and Ann’s 
House. Come chill and relax. 
Senior Appreciation Lunch: Is 
around the corner. Please plan on 
staying for lunch May 28th. We will 
have a cookout! 
Youth/Parent Meeting: Right 
after Bible Class on June 4th we 
will have a fairly quick meeting 
with the youth group and parents. 
This shouldn't take more than 
15-20 minutes and concentrate on 
the summer schedule and 
expectations for students moving 
forward. 
Teen Event Ideas: Teens! If you 
have ideas for events you would 
like to see done this year please 
write them down on a piece of 
paper and turn it into Mark or Ann. 
This will help us plan for the year.
VBS: This year’s 
Theme is 
“Standing on the 
Promises”. We 
need lots of 

volunteers and church help to 
make this possible! VBS is June 
26, 27, and 28. Invite your friends 
and your neighbors! Please make 
an effort to be at VBS during the 
VBS days. We can use as many 
people as possible! 

 Food for Thought…
  Freeze, right there! Have you 
thought about your mother lately? 
There are lots of reasons why you 
should. What has she done for 
you lately? How has she helped 
you? How has your mother helped 
you grow? What has she been 
doing your entire life? 

     Mother’s are incredibly 
important people in our lives who 
brought us into this world. It takes 
a lot to nurture and help a child 
grow. It is a blessing to be able to 
look at your mom and see what 
she has done for you. There are a 
few things though that we 
shouldn’t forget about our 
mothers. 

     Be thankful. There were lots of 
diapers, food, clothes, and time 
spent with you to get you to who 
you are today. It can be easy to 
take for granted these things but 
they are very important. They 
helped us get to where we are 

now and helped us through a time 
in our lives where we couldn’t take 
care of ourselves. Mom’s helped 
us get to the point where we could 
stand on our own based upon 
what we were taught. 

     Love Mom! Mom’s do a lot of 
loving. It might not seem to you 
that they love you but they do. 
Mom’s show us how to love and 
show us the love of Christ. 

     Maybe we don’t have the 
relationship we want with our 
mom. What is the reason for that? 
What can you do? What have you 
done already? There are lots of 
excuses that we come up with 
that make it easy for us to look 
the other way but that doesn't 
mean that we shouldn't work on 
the relationship with out parents. 
How can you put struggles or 
hurts aside and grow the 
relationship with your mom?

     Take the time today to thank 
your mom. Whether it be because 
you were good or bad or whatever 
your case is. Mom brought you 
into this world and she helped 
care and nurture you. Mom helped 
show you some of God’s 
personality. Love Mom. ~Mark!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

14 - Duet. 4-6

9:30am Worship
11am - Bible 
Class
6pm - Evening 
Worship

15 - Mark 11

Joyce Day - 
BD

16 - Duet. 7-9

Marge Simon - 
BD

17 - Duet. 10-12

6pm - Wednesday 
supper

7pm - Bible Class

18 - Mark 12 19 - Duet. 13-14 20 - Duet. 15-16

Kathy Feuerhelm 
- BD

Thought Provoking Question
How can you serve your mother today? 


